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27th Annual
Benefit for Hillcrest School

November 10, 2007

Claremont Resort & Spa

41 Tunnel Road

Berkeley, California

LetÕs find that treasure!  Yo ho, yo ho, a pirateÕs life for me.
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Schedule of Events

5:30 pm Ahoy, Doors Open to Empire Room (Silent Auction Area)

Registration

Silent Auction Begins

Hors dÕoeuvres and Cash Bar Opens

7:00 pm Silent Auction Tables Start Closing

 7:00pm Ð Lots 70-399

 7:15pm Ð Lots 400-899

 7:30pm Ð Lots 900-1399

 7:40pm Ð Lots 1400-1899

7:45 pm Enter the Claremont Room  (Dinner, Dancing, Live Auction Area)

8:00 pm Dinner is Served

8:20 pm Festivities BeginÉItÕs Live Auction Time, Mateys!

10:00 pm Dancing to the 4th Street Dance Band

 Auction ÒCheck OutÓ opens

11:30 pm Good night and thank you!
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Ahoy Parents, Teachers and Friends!

Welcome to the 27th Annual Benefit for Hillcrest School:   

Pirates of the Caribbean: The Legend of the Hillcrest Treasure

Many thanks go to our fantastic, eternally-enthusiastic Hillcrest community.  This would not 
have been possible without the amazing creativity, advice, effort and time of many volunteers, to 
all of whom I am very grateful.  A list of our many volunteers is included on p. 8 of this catalog.  

I am especially grateful to Sandy Baxter and Jennifer Bjork who helped so much, not only with 
solicitations, data entry, catalog preparation and organization generally, but who were also my 
chief advisers for the many decisions involved in putting the Benefit together.   Their help was 
truly invaluable.  This Benefit would not have been possible without their tireless work.  

Thanks also go to Shannon Broome, (last yearÕs Auction Chair) for all of her motivation, advice 
and assistance in every direction.  In addition, IÕd like to thank Heraleen Broome, Janice Jagelski, 
Aviva Black and Michael Black for helping so much in soliciting donations from businesses close 
and far.  IÕd also like to thank Rebecca Clark for all her incredible work with sponsorships and 
advertising and with middle school participation.

Thanks also go to Michele Shibata-Schwartz who designed our wonderful logo, invitations and 
catalog cover, to Paul Martin, who printed all of the invitation materials and the catalog covers, 
and to Debra Fleming Below, who printed and bound the catalogs.

So many people have helped with the Benefit that I likely may have inadvertently missed someone 
in the acknowledgements.  Please know that I appreciate all of the help that I received from 
everyone in helping to put this event together.  

The Legend of the Hillcrest Treasure is true.  ItÕs right here!

Kim Thompson, 

Benefit Chair, 2007
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Hillcrest Thanks Our Great Sponsors

Gold Coins Sponsorship
Heidi Marchesotti

Michael Thompson

Young & Burton

Silver Coins Sponsorship
Mavis Delcroix

Graff

Oakland City Center

Alice Whiley & Associates

Bronze Medallion Sponsorship
Adventuretime

Barbara McDonough

Tracey Dearman

Zachary GrifÞn

Dee Knowland

Righellis & Associates

A Special Thanks to our Printing & Graphics Sponsors:
Paul Martin, Debra Fleming Below & Michelle Shibata Schwartz
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Scabbards, Scarves and Tricorns: Clothing  
and Accessories 70-99 7:00pm

Skull Rock at Sunset: Art, Books & Photography 100-199 7:00pm 

Pamper Yourself 200-299 7:00pm 

No More Mutinies: KidsÕ Parties, Fun and Classes 300-399 7:00pm 

Sail Ho! 400-499 7:15pm 

ÒWe named the Monkey JackÓ: Pet Items & Services 500-599 7:15pm 

Swashbuckling 101: Adult Classes, Activities, and Toys 600-699 7:15pm 

Walk the Plank: The Sporting Life 700-799 7:15pm 

Port Royal: Home and Garden 800-899 7:15pm 

East India Trading Company: At Your Service 900-999 7:30pm 

Sail on the Black Pearl:  Entertainment and Outings 1000-1099 7:30pm 

Bone Soup and other Delicacies or From the ShipÕs 
Galley: Dining, Dessert, Coffee & Other Refreshments 1100-1199 7:30pm 

Yo Ho Ho and a Bottle of Rum  1200-1299 7:30pm 

At WorldÕs End:  Get Aways 1300-1399 7:30pm

Yo Ho, Yo Ho, a Partying Life for Me!   Adult Parties  
and Progressives 1400-1499 7:30pm

Buccaneer Booty: From the Classes 1500-1599 7:40pm

The Keepers of the Code: From the Teachers! 1600-1699 7:40pm 

Treasure Chests: Class Baskets! 1700-1799 7:40pm 

Booty from the Middle School Lads & Lassies 1800-1899 7:40pm 

TeachersÕ Booty 1900-1999 7:40pm 

Table Closing Schedule

 Section Items Closing Time
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Community Outreach Project
Lakeview Elementary

Hillcrest parents care about public education in Oakland.  We demonstrate that each year at the BeneÞt by 
raising money for our own programs.  It is also a tradition at Hillcrest to give our parents the opportunity 
to contribute to another worthy Oakland school program that may not have the same kind of parent and 
monetary support as our school.  This year the PTA Board has voted to help a sister elementary school, just 
three miles from Hillcrest.  The School is Lakeview Elementary; it is located kitty corner from The Grand 
Lake Theatre on Grand Ave. in Oakland. 

Half of the children at Lakeview School come from socio-economically disadvantaged families as 
categorized by OUSD.  There is no PTA and very little parental involvement or Þnancial support for the 
school.  LakeviewÕs API is currently in the low 600Õs.  It is a school that could use our help!

WHAT IS THE NEED? 
Lakeview Elementary is in need of an arts program for their K-2 students.  Imagine primary grades with 
no art and no music program to augment their educational experience.   Lakeview does receive some extra 
funding that enables the school to have a music teacher two days per week; however, it serves ONLY upper 
grades. Primary grades have no music and no art programs offered to them at all.

Lakeview would like to begin a dedicated art program that would serve K-2 classes. This age group of 
youngsters would particularly beneÞt, developmentally, from a hands-on art program.  The school would 
like funds to at least start an art program, even if the kids had art for 2 or 3 months out of the year, it would 
be a great boost to the children and the school.  

We know that the money for this program will have to come from many different sources.  Any bit of 
support from Hillcrest would be a huge gift of hope for these kids in their formative years.  A three month 
program would cost between $3,000 - $4,000.  Funds raised would be used to pay teachers.

HOW CAN I HELP?  
If you would like to help, you can approach the Community Outreach table at the BeneÞt and enter your 
bidder number with the amount youÕd like to donate to Lakeview ElementaryÕs art program.  The amount 
will appear on your invoice at the end of the evening.
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Thank you 2007 Hillcrest BeneÞt Committee Members

Sandy Baxter
Ken Berrick
Diana Biondo
Jennifer Bjork
John Bliss
Heraleen Broome
Shannon Broome
Greg BroomeÕs Aunt Doris
Darcy Brown Martin
Lin Cheyer
Wendy Chow
Rebecca Clark
Joseph Costarella
Kim Cupp
Coleen Cutet
Wayne Diamond
Maxine Drexler
Leslie Evers
Sally Fitzhugh 
Debra Fleming Below
Sandy Fox
Laura Fox
Jan Gilikan
Jim Gold
Vanessa Graham
Barbara Gross
Donna Hanson
Sarah Holliman
Liz Irwin
Janice Jagelski
Joanne Karchmer
Karen Katz 
Devra Laner

Jim Laner
Candes Lecocq
Melissa Le-Nguyen
Dale Lewis
Chris Lewis
Aquacena Lopez
Wendy Malechek
Margo Malone
Heidi Marchesotti
Monica Marcone
Claudia Mariolle
Paul Martin
Sally McClanahan
Sara McMenamin
Bal Mears
Kajsa Orelind
Karen Ruth
Darren Ruth
Rich Salaiz
Linda Sawyer
Michelle Shibata-Schwartz
Sumi Shohara 
Ben Stiegler
Michele Sundsmo
Jill Tanner
Michelle Thorton
Kirsi Tiemroth
Pouneh Trockle
Cathy Ward
Susan Weinberg
Sarah Weld
Dan Williams
Shawn Wong
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Auction Bidding Procedures

GENERAL INFORMATION  
Unless otherwise speciÞed, the following conditions apply to all items offered:

�v��All sales are Þnal. Items may not be exchanged and no money will be refunded. All items are 
sold Òas is.Ó 

�v��Unless otherwise noted, items and services are good for one year and must be used by November 
9, 2008. Unless speciÞed, dates and times are to be arranged at the mutual convenience of both 
the donor and the buyer. Buyers are responsible for making arrangements in advance, checking 
expiration dates and restrictions on contracts and/or gift certiÞcates, and for retaining the 
original paperwork until the donation has been redeemed. 

�v��Catalog descriptions of items include estimates of the itemÕs fair market value. All values are 
estimates only and are not guaranteed by the Hillcrest PTA or Hillcrest School. Values are as 
declared by the donors. 

�v��By his/her purchase, the buyer waives any claim for liability against the School or its employees, 
the Auction volunteers, the Auction Þrm and the Auctioneer, and the donor of the property or 
services.  Neither the PTA, the School, the Auctioneer, nor the donor is responsible for any 
personal injuries or damages to property that may result from the use of property or services 
sold. 

�v��Getaways: Resort and family properties are not available to student groups or minors 
unaccompanied by adults. Commercial vacations and accommodations require advance 
reservations; offer is good on a space available basis; unless otherwise noted, meals, alcoholic 
beverages, taxes, gratuities, and transportation are not included. 

�v��Restaurants: Reservations are required for most establishments. Unless otherwise noted, 
alcoholic beverages, taxes, and gratuities are generally not included. 

�v��Services: Gratuities for stylists, technicians, trainers and other service providers are generally not 
included in gift certiÞcates. Please remember to show your appreciation accordingly. 

�v��Tickets/Passes: Event, performances, and museum tickets/passes that do not specify a date may 
require advance reservations and be subject to availability. 

�v��TeachersÕ Booty:  If we raise less than the amount needed for a TeachersÕ Booty request, we 
may not be able to fund the request.  If we are unable to fund the request, the funds raised will 
go to the general BeneÞt funds.  Similarly, if we raise more than the amount needed to fund a 
TeachersÕ Booty item, the extra funds will be added to the general BeneÞt funds.

AUCTIONPAY  
We are pleased to have the services of AuctionPay, allowing our volunteers to quickly attach your 
auction night purchases with our invoicing/receipt software. At Registration or before, volunteers will 
swipe your credit card into the AuctionPay terminal or you may leave a signed check for us to complete 
your purchases.  If you swipe your card, when you are the successful bidder of an auction item, your 
credit card number will immediately be associated with the purchase of that item, thus increasing our 
efÞciency the night of the auction as well as in the few days after. AuctionPay helps guarantee less 
processing error. 
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SILENT AUCTION BIDDING PROCEDURES  
Bid sheets describing each item are displayed near each item. Opening bid amounts and minimum raises 
are pre-printed on the bid sheets. The bidder should print his/her bid number and the amount at which 
he/she wants to bid.  PLEASE WRITE YOUR BIDDER NUMBER LEGIBLY!  BIDS that do not 
meet the minimum raise requirements may be invalidated by the BeneÞt Chair.

Please do not write on the backs of the bid sheets. If you Þll in the last space on a bid sheet, ask a 
volunteer for an additional bid sheet. Valid bids must be placed before the Auction closes.

In the event of a dispute, the Auction Board or its designated representative will have sole and Þnal 
discretion to determine the winning bidder.

An Auction ofÞcial will nullify your bid if you are blocking or otherwise obstructing another bidder 
from access to a table at any point during the Silent Auction OR if you bid after the announcement of 
the close of bidding. Only an Auction ofÞcial may nullify a bid. Questions concerning the Silent Auction 
should be referred to an Auction ofÞcial.

BUY IT NOW  
Some items in the silent auction will have a Òbuy it nowÓ or Òguaranteed winÓ price.  These items will be 
clearly identiÞed on the bid sheet with a Òbuy it nowÓ line.  Typically, this option is available for items 
with an objective value (e.g., a $100 restaurant gift card) and the Òbuy it nowÓ price exceeds the stated 
value by 25%-50% depending on the item.  

LIVE AUCTION BIDDING PROCEDURES  
The Live Auction will occur during dinner and will continue without interruption until all items have 
been auctioned.  To enter a bid, the bidder raises his/her card. Bidspotters will be assigned throughout 
the room to assist the Auctioneer in recognizing bids.  The highest bidder acknowledged by the 
Auctioneer will be the purchaser. In the event of any dispute, the Auctioneer will have sole and Þnal 
discretion to determine the successful purchaser.  If the Auctioneer determines that an opening bid is not 
commensurate with the value of the item or not equal to the minimum set by the donor, the Auctioneer 
may withdraw the item for sale.   Payment for Live Auction items must be received the night of the 
Auction.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS  
The success of the Auction depends on the goodwill of the donors and on careful observance by the 
buyers of terms stated on bid sheets and gift certiÞcates. BUYERS SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO 
ALTER THE TERMS OF A DONATION. Sales tax will not be charged on any tangible items you 
purchase at the auction tonight.

IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION  
Federal income tax laws and regulations impose important requirements concerning the documentation 
you must have in order to substantiate the deductibility of certain charitable contributions. Auction 
purchases are tax deductible only to the extent that the amount paid for an item exceeds the fair market 
value of that item. Further, the Internal Revenue Service now requires charitable organizations to provide 
receipts listing the fair market value of each item. At the Auction and in the week to follow, you will be 
provided with a receipt that will list both the fair market value of each item purchased and the amount 
you paid for each item. Please save the receipt for your records in order to substantiate any income tax 
deductions you may take as a result of your Auction purchases. Buyers and donors should consult with 
their tax advisers for deÞnite advice concerning deductibility.
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PROGRESSIVE BOARD BIDDING PROCEDURES 
These items are for multiple bidders. There are no bid sheets for these items, however, there are large 
boards fastened to the walls. They are pre-populated with a grid, including set price increments.  To bid, 
you must place your bidder number in a grid space that corresponds with a pre-set amount. For some 
items, you may guarantee your purchase by placing your number in the last column at the highest price.  
Upon Progressive Board closure, the bidder with the highest price in a row will be the winner.  See the 
example below. The winners are in BOLD. 

Wild Party and Ms. SmithvilleÕs House for 4 couples! 

Bidder >  
 
Price

Couple 1 Couple 2 Couple 3 Couple 4

$50 Ms. R Mr. A Ms. C Mr. G
$70 Mr. A Ms. H Mr. D Mr. X
$90 Ms. H Ms. R Ms. C Mr. G
$110 Ms. S Ms. H Mr. D Mr. X
$130 Ms. T Mr. A Ms. C Mr. G
$150 Ms. H Ms. S Mr. D Mr. X
$170 Mr. A Ms. T Ms. C Mr. G
$190 Ms. H Ms. S Mr. D Mr. X
$210 Ms. S Mr. A Ms. C Mr. G
$230 Ms. T Ms. H Mr. D Mr. X
$250   Ms. C  

Ms. T, Ms. H, and Mr. X will pay $230 to attend the wild party and Ms. C will pay $250.  TheyÕre all so 
happy they won!

In some cases, there will be a guaranteed win level Ð in this example, $250, but in others, the bidding 
will continue and youÕll just have to Þght it out.  We will provide additional sheets for the boards to 
facilitate continued bidding.

Absentee Bids
If you are unable to attend the BeneÞt on November 10th and please contact a friend who is attending, 
and ask them to bid on your behalf.
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For Financial Services, Estate Planning, Creative Lending, Treasure MapsÉ 

1111 Broadway, 22nd Floor, Oakland  CA 94607 

Robert Marchesotti 
(510) 267-8505 

Thanks to the Hillcrest community for their 
continued referral support! 
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