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1         
MenÕs Golf Event 
Two lucky golfers will join Curtis Evers and Andrew Kramer at 
the beautiful Claremont Country Club. The course at the stately 
Claremont is par-68 designed by Alister MacKenzie. The clubÕs doors have been open 
since 1903 and will now open for you on Wednesday May 7, 2008 for 18 holes of golf and 
drinks afterward. The conversation is guaranteed to be good, the golf...we just never know.  
If you have always wanted to play this gem of a course that sits in the middle of HillcrestÕs 
neighborhood now is your chance. A good time will deÞnitely be had by all.  

-- Top 2 Bidders 
-- May 7, 2008

Thank you all Curtis Evers and Andrew Kramer

2
Escape to Donner Lake
Even the most seasoned pirate needs some time off from pillaging and plundering. Take 
your shore leave and escape all the way to the Sierras. You will spend the PresidentsÕ Day 
long weekend at this beautiful house in Donner Lake.  The house is reserved for you for 
Fri, Sat and Sun nights Feb 15-18.  Close to downhill and cross country skiing as well as 
sledding snow parks, this is a great destination for winter fun.  The house has 4 bedrooms 
and 2 baths, and is appropriate for 2 families.  And, in order to get you there in style and 
one piece, no matter what the weather, weÕve rented you a Hummer for the weekend. A 
mountain cabin and a Hummer, now thatÕs quite a ways from your berth on the pirate ship, 
wouldnÕt you say?

--February 15 - 18, 2008
--One winning bidder

Value:   $1000

Thank you John and Monica Marcone, Mary Ann & Pat Piette and John Cooper
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3 
Sail While the Angels Fly
Mark my words, this voyageÕll be the stuff legends are made of.  Spend a day with up to 9 
of your mateys sailing and the searching the bay for treasure aboard Captain Per LjungÕs 
beautiful 2007 Jeanneau 45 foot sailboat, ÒAquavit.Ó  Hoist those sails, swab those decks, 
or relax while your crew treats you to some pilfered morsels.

Choose the day of your voyage wisely.  For a thrilling run on the high seas your Captain 
suggests setting sail on the Saturday or Sunday of Fleet Week 2008.  Keep an eye aloft to 
catch the Blue Angels as they soar by.  Or sail past naval ships that come to parade on the 
Bay.  Alternatively, you can sail the Bay on a quieter day.  Either way, it will be a ride to 
remember.

-- Date of excursion to be arranged with the host.  Fleet Week is in October of 2008.

Ahoy Matey!

Thank you Per Ljung and Barbara Murrer

4 
The Amazing Race Ô08
Join us for a WILD evening of fun and friendly competition during the 
Second Annual Hillcrest Photo Safari and Dinner Party.  There is much we 
cannot tell you about the photo safari (its origins are mysterious, plus we 
signed some silly agreements ....), but picture an evening that is part scavenger hunt (Þnding 
the most unique items Oakland has to offer), part photo show (no photography skills needed, 
trust us), part gourmet dining and imbibing, and part friendly (okay, brutal) competition.  You 
will not forget this evening.  The pictures will ensure that your grandchildren never forget it 
either.  WeÕll start at the Thompson Bliss home and offer you refreshments and instructions, 
and then send you off on your challenging journey armed with a Polaroid camera to ÒcaptureÓ 
your subjects on Þlm.  Once all teams return, much laughter will ensue as we review each 
teamÕs ÒcatchÓ during cocktail hour.  Then the grand Þnale ... a delicious sit-down dinner and 
awards ceremony.  If youÕre single, grab a friend or date to join you! 

-- September 6, 2008
-- Top 8 couples  

The Race is On!

Thank you Maria Fang, George Horvath, Neil Finkelstein, Becky Johnson, Kim 
Thompson, John Bliss, Barbara Gross, & Ben Steigler
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5 
Ms. HendersonÕs Kindergarten Tile Table  
At Hillcrest we donÕt save the best till last... no, we like to welcome you to the auction with 
one of the most sought after items your child will ever work on!  This mosaic tile table is a 
genuine piece of Hillcrest Treasure! It has used the priceless hand prints of Ms HendersonÕs 
class and all the siblings from the 3 sets of Hillcrest kindergarten twins.  Each childÕs 
hand was traced to produce tiles and then the children glazed their hand print to produce 
a stunning ßower design using yellow petals on a blue background.  The table top has 30Ó 
dia. and stands 30Ó high on a beautiful wrought iron base.  The table will look perfect in 
your home whether you use it inside or out!

Worth its weight in gold!

Thank you Ms. HendersonÕs Class

6 
Walking the Plank with style - Wine LoverÕs Last Dinner  
If you were headed to Davey JonesÕ Locker, you couldnÕt do much better than feasting on 
PeggyÕs famous Cherry Cola Ribs (known to make vegetarians rethink the concept), washed 
down with award winning Zinfandels from Turley, Carlisle and Rosenblum.  Of course a 
last meal before the Shark-bait Strut also requires a Champagne toast and appetizers to start 
and a really decadent desert to go out on!  A last sip of Sauternes or Port and off to sleep 
with the ÞshesÉunless you get a better offer! 

--Date to Be Arranged with Donor
--Top 4 couples 

Priceless!
Thank you Peggy & Tim Toppin!
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7 
Return of the Wizard Walk 
Jim ÒHagridÓ Gold, beloved Wizard Walker of years past, is passing the baton to wondrous 
wizards Wayne ÒSnapeÓ Snodgrass and Sarah ÒWeasleyÓ Weld in the return of the Wizard 
Walk. This special day of adventure will be like no other. Clues, spells, and stories will 
be hidden for your junior wizards to Þnd before the event.  Then, on the day of the walk, 
the lucky bidders will embark on this outdoor adventure in search of treasure, magic, and 
more. The junior wizards will have lunch and a special end-of-hunt treat. Your childÕs 
imagination will be tickled like never before.  

--Top 5 bidders Ð winning children must be in the Second, Third or Fourth grades. 
--Date to be arranged with donor

Worth all the Gold in GringottÕs

Thank you Wayne Snodgrass, Sarah Weld and Jim Gold

8 
Get Away to the Caribbean!  
Pirates may have roamed the Caribbean in days gone by but you can check 
out the blue skies and sandy beaches today.  You and your matey will ßy 
to lovely Puerto Rico faster than the Flying Dutchman could, on American Airlines using 
up to 100,000 generously donated frequent ßyer miles.  When you get there, youÕll stay 4 
nights at the Sheraton Old San Juan situated in the heart of historic and romantic old San 
Juan. The hotel is just steps away from world-class shopping, dining, and entertainment. A 
myriad of restaurants, art galleries, museums, and upscale stores will suit any taste. While 
youÕre there, youÕll tour the only tropical rain forest in the U.S. Forest system.  This is an 
exceptional destination for those who like lots of greenery, radiant wild orchids, lively 
waterfalls, and rippling brooks. Created for the preservation of the rare Puerto Rican parrot, 
and the miniature Coqui frog, this lush 28,000-acre jungle-like ambiance, with more than 
240 different species of trees, is sure to please any nature lover.

  
-- Gift CertiÞcate for Sheraton Old San Juan Hotel covers room and tax 
only.  Other incidentals to be paid by guest.  Valid 1/1/08 - 12/31/08 Value: 
$700.00 
-- 2 round trip tickets to Puerto Rico up to a value of 100,000 miles.  
Restrictions:  Purchaser must notify donor of their proposed dates of travel 
no later than February 1, 2008 (and hopefully sooner because availability 
is often limited).  The ßights will be either on Delta or American based on 

availability of ßights under the frequent ßyer program.  The buyer of this item may use the miles for 
another destination but must comply with the February 1 notiÞcation date requirement.  Subject to ßight 
and seat availability for your speciÞc dates.

Value: $2300

Thank you Shannon & Greg Broome, Sheraton Old San Juan Hotel, and Group Services Inc.
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9
Wine Pairing Dinner at the GradyÕs 
Six guests are invited to join Sebastian and Laura Grady at their home for a special wine 
paring dinner.  YouÕll enjoy a wonderful 6-course dinner paired with exquisite wines from 
the GradyÕs 1000+ bottle wine cellar.  Prior to the event, Sebastian and Laura will talk to 
the winners about their food preferences, wine preferences, and diet restrictions to come 
up with a wonderful meal and an unforgettable evening.  Last yearÕs event included Crab 
Cakes with Red Chili Aioli paired with 1990 Mo‘t et ChandonCuvŽe Dom PŽrignon; Aged 
Goat Cheese with Slow-Roasted Yellow and Red Beets and Red Beet Vinaigrette  paired 
with 2006 Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc; Chef Scott Howards Carrot Broth paired with 
2005 Domaine Bernard Morey Charmois, St. Aubin,1er Cru; Sweet Potato Gnocchi with 
Sage Brown Butter paired with 2004 Navarro Pinot Noir, Anderson Valley, MŽthode ˆ 
lÕAncienne, Short Ribs Provencale with Creme Fraiche Mashed Potatoes paired with 1997 
Caymus Special Selection, Napa ValleyCabernet Sauvignon, and Chocolate 
Pots de Cr•me paired with 1994 DowÕs Vintage Port.  

Yo Ho Ho!

-- Date to be arranged Donor
-- Top 3 couples

Thank you Sebastian and Laura Grady

10 
CaptÕn for the Day 
Your child can be the captain of his or her own ship for a day at the HMS Hillcrest School.  
CaptÕn Rothenberg will relinquish the helm of the school for this one special day.  CaptainÕs 
duties will include the leading the opening ceremony, handing out personalized business 
cards, visiting and assisting in classes, reading to younger students, and eating lunch in the 
ofÞce with a few friends. As an added bonus, the CapÕt for the Day will be able to join 
every recess period the entire day. 

Perfect Provost

Thank you Beverly Rothenberg



18

11 
ÒTreasures of the SeaÓ First Grade Quilt 
Pirates and landlubbers alike will appreciate this Þnely crafted quilt handmade by Hillcrest 
First Graders. The treasures sewn into the quilt, Þsh, sea stars, sea horses, jelly Þsh, 
sharks, dolphins, and shells, were each hand painted by a student.  Each painting was then 
appliquŽd onto a brilliant quilt of marine-inspired jewel tones.  Tuck your child under this 
quilt on a cold night to help them dream of an ocean paradise.  Or better yet, hang this rare 
treasure on a wall to bring the seas to life in any room.

Worth more than Aztec Gold!

Thank you Hillcrest First Graders

12 
The CommodoreÕs Dinner  
HonorŽ Fine Food and Catering, one of the premier private party and wedding caterers in 
the Bay Area donates for the third year in a row a full service catered dinner party for 8 
guests (including the winning bidder).  HonorŽ prepares incredibly elegant and delicious 
food and is based in the East Bay and owner Mia HonorŽ lives right here in the Hillcrest 
neighborhood! The dinner will include the following: 
- amuse-bouche  - appetizer  - entrŽe  - coffee and dessert

Facilities/Equipment:  The HonorŽ team will use the winning bidderÕs kitchen to 
prepare the meal and clean-up afterwards.  Restrictions:  Kitchen should include a gas 
range, oven, refrigerator and dish washing area. The winning bidder will supply dining 
table setup which will include:
- dining table with chairs to seat the entire party
- table cloth and napkins
- dining table decorations as appropriate
- plates and silverware
- water and wine glasses

HonorŽ will bring their own pots, pans, serving trays and cooking accessories.  HonorŽ 
is only providing the labor service for the party which includes, set up, menu planning, 
grocery shopping, food preparation, waiter service, and clean up.   

--One winning bidder
--Party must occur before October 1, 2008.

Value: $1300

Thank you HonorŽ Fine Food and Catering
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13 
Fourth Street Band 
You heard them play last at last yearÕs BeneÞt.  YouÕll listen to them after the live auction, 
and youÕll even get to hear them play a song or two before live auction bidding begins!  The 
4th Street Dance Band is back!  This great band, which includes Hillcrest Þrst grade parents 
Joel Pliskin and Rachel Sater, has donated a performance of 2 hours for your special event.  
Date of the event to be determined by the winner and band members.  Contact Rachel in 
advance of the beneÞt if you want to verify their availability for your bar or bat mitzvah, 
birthday celebration or other event!

-- Must be redeemed by November 10, 2008.

Music to your ears!

Thank you Joel Pliskin and Rachel Sater

14 
Costa del Sol to Soothe your Soul
Soothe your soul with a getaway to the Costa Del Sol.  You will enjoy 7 nights overlooking 
the Mediterranean between Estepona and Marbella in World International Vacation ClubÕs 
Villacana Condominiums.  Villacana offers complete privacy and such luxurious amenities 
as glorious, sun-Þlled beaches, swimming pools, tennis courts and a gourmet restaurant.  
The unit is a fully furnished one bedroom suite with a full kitchen, TV, patio with barbecue, 
maid service, towels and linens.  One bedroom:  4 adults or 2 adults/2 children (or just 2 
adults looking for their very own treasure). 
  
Explore Costa del Sol, the eighty-eight mile stretch along the Mediterranean shore of 
Andalucia, between Gilbraltar and Nerja.  It is the perfect home base to learn more about 
this captivating region. Torremolinos, Benalmadena, Fuengirola, Marbella, and Estepona 
are the resort towns, once Þshing villages, that line the golden sandy beaches of the Costa 
del Sol. Attractions close to Villacana include Puerto Banus marina, seaport villages, bull 
Þghts, ßea markets, casinos, art galleries, museums, and live entertainment. 

We are also including 100,000 airline miles to help get 
you to your getaway. Restrictions dictated by airlines 
for reward travel will apply.
  
-- Reservations must be made with donor before March 1, 2008.  
Travel may begin 60 days after requested check-in date.  

-- Travel must be completed before March 1, 2009. 
-- Check-in:  Saturday, 4:00pm 
-- Check-out:  Saturday, 10:00am

Value:  $3200

Thank you Renee Santos-Bundy &Karen Plessinger
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15 
Girls Gone Groovy 
The madness mavens have gone mystical and are shakinÕ it up this year...and we donÕt 
mean the cocktails. TheyÕve decided itÕs time for the ultimate ÒgirlÕs night outÓ. ThatÕs 
right...at this ethereal event on April 12, 2008, youÕll be able to get your Þll of all the things 
youÕve always wanted to doÉ..but never wanted to admit to doing. Get to know your 
inner aura with a fortune teller and astrology chart reader. Have your palms and tarot cards 
read... and rock your chakra with a relaxing rubdown. The evening wouldnÕt be complete 
without a meal Þt for a bunch of princesses and foo-foo drinks. This event is for the top 8 
winning bidders who are bold enough to learn what the future may (or may not!) have in 
store. Bring your own aura.
--Top 8 bidders
--April 12, 2008

Priceless!

Thank you Sarah Holliman, Liz Varon, Sandy Fox, Vicki Isip, Monica Marcone, Kellie 
McElhaney, Donna Sommerville

16 
Like a Bike Ride in Tuscany!! 
ImagineÉriding through the wine country in the spring as the day awakens.  YouÕre in the 
company of your newest best friends.  YouÕve managed not to eat or drink too much the 
night before, not lost too much of your money playing poker, had a restful nightsÕ sleep.  
The day dawns bright as you ride along country roads passing vineyards reminiscent of 
Tuscany . . .imagine. . .  Well stop imagining, and go for it!  
Nine sporty Hillcrest dads will spend a weekend riding through the Sonoma/Napa Valley 
Wine Country.  The ride will be hosted by experienced cyclists, John Marcone, Keith 
Savell, Kurtis Fechtmeyer, and David West.  Ride lengths and difÞculty will be varied 
depending on the capabilities of the riders, but riders will have the option of riding a full 
CENTURY (100 miles)!  When youÕre not riding, youÕll be relaxing in a spectacular wine 
country home.  YouÕll also enjoy a delicious Italian dinner sponsored by Sabre Foods 
on Friday night, and a great steak BBQ feast followed by cigars, poker and whiskey on 
Saturday night.  Your bike riding hosts will offer weekly training rides before the actual 
event to help get you into riding shape.  And if the group is interested, we will arrange to 
have Team Hillcrest  (Cresta Della Colina) riding jerseys made by Bergamo in Italy for 
each participating dad to purchase so the TEAM can hit the Wine Country in style!  Last 
yearsÕ Hillcrest Auction bike ride around Lake Tahoe was a HUGE success - and all of the 
dadÕs who went are still riding together!  
-- Top 9 bidders
-- June 6-8, 2008 (Friday afternoon to Sunday noon) 

Buon Giorno Napa Valley!

Thank you John Marcone, Keith Savell, Kurtis Fechtmeyer, and David West
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17 
Park In Style  - 
Your Personal Hillcrest Spot for 6 months
Gone are the days of getting to school early just to Þnd a place to park when you are the 
winning bidder for this VIP Parking Space at Hillcrest School.  You will be assigned your 
very own parking space in the Mandalay Rd. parking lot, complete with a sign warning 
others away.   Perfect for the Mom or Dad on the Go!  

Park in style from 1/1/08 Ð 11/30/08!

BuckaneersÕ Bounty!

Thank you Beverly Rothenberg

18
Adrift in Hawaii 
Find yourself adrift on the Big Island of Hawaii.  You canÕt help but relax for seven days 
and nights in a private vacation home on the beach in Puako.  This spacious home has 2 
bedrooms, one with queen bed, one with two twins which may be made into a king, plus 
an alcove with a daybed that sleeps two kids.  The accommodations make it perfect for 
a family or two couples.  Enjoy unobstructed ocean views and sunsets from the outdoor 
lanai, al fresco dining, a BBQ, hammock, and lounge chairs.  A full kitchen, linens, towels 
and beach towels & chairs are included so you just need to pack your beach essentials and 
you are all set.  Two bathrooms plus an island style outdoor shower complete the amenities. 
The full kitchen makes dining ßexible while you are on vacation.  However, while there, 
use this certiÞcate for breakfast for 2 at Harbor Grill & Seafood Restaurant.  This home 
must be seen to be believed so please! For detailed photos of this island getaway visit: 
http://picasaweb.google.com/halesinpuako/halepoluwai.
Includes:
- Seven night stay at private vacation home
 - The dates of May 19 Ð 26, 2008 (includes 4 day Memorial Break) have been reserved, but you may 

choose any 7 days during the following time periods as available in the rental calendar:  May 2008, 
6/1 - 6/15/08, 8/17-8/23/08, 10/1 - 11/15/08.  Please go to VRBO.com property Id# 87654 to check 
availability. 

 - Cleaning prior/after stay   
 - Expires 11/15/08 
- 8 Southwest Airlines Travel vouchers good for 2 round trip tickets to Hawaii.  Airline tickets subject 

to availability and to rules of Southewest Airlines reward program
 - Two of the travel vouchers expire 8/28/08
 - Two of the travel vouchers expire 9/14/08
 - Four of the travel vouchers expire 10/04/08

Value: $3300 
Thank you The Tiermoth Family, John Bliss, David Eisenberg, Rosalind & Scott Jacobsen 
and Harbor Grill & Seafood.
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19
Instant Wine Cellar!
The vast array of wines was coordinated by Hillcrest parent Devra 
Laner and is comprised of donations from many Hillcrest parents based 
on the Òwine you love to drinkÓ standard.  And it can be yours tonight.  
There are some real Þnds in this group of numerous bottles.  Make this 
eclectic and interesting variety of wines your!  A detailed description 
of these bottles will be available in the supplement shortly before November 10th (but we 
can tell you that some very special bottles have already been donated)

Great Grog!

Thank you all Hillcrest Families 

20 
Whisked Away for a Whistler Vacation!
Spend 6 days/5 nights in a fabulous condominium in Whistler, 
British Columbia!  Whistler is one of the most beautiful 
mountain resort areas in the world and is the site of the 2010 
Winter Olympics.  Best of all, itÕs only a 2-hour ßight away 
and this item includes roundtrip tickets for two people and a rental car for the entire stay.  
During winter, enjoy world class skiing on Blackcomb and Whistler Mountains and endless 
beautifully groomed cross-country ski trails.  In the summer, ski trails turn into miles of 
fantastic bike trails. In addition, there are award winning golf courses, swimming lakes, 
horse back riding, river rafting, glacier tours, sightseeing, fabulous restaurants and spas.   
Or you can stroll through WhistlerÕs European-style village, a promenade of distinctive 
shops, restaurants and activities, as well as WhistlerÕs active nightlife. This world-famous 
resort provides a range of activities for all ages, all year. 
You will stay in a deluxe two bedroom, two bath condo in the heart of the resort.  The 
condominium can sleep four comfortably and can accommodate more.  It is a short walk 
to the Blackcomb base activity center, Four Seasons Resort, Lost Lake, and the Chateau 
Whistler Golf Course. 

Includes:
- 5 nights accommodations in deluxe two bedroom, two bath condominium, sleeps 4-6 comfortably
 - Accommodations must be reserved by December 1 for winter travel and by April 1 for summer 

travel.  Available dates for 2007 are: December 1-19.  Available dates for 2008:  January 6-February 
9, February 21-March 19, April 11-June 30, July 15-August 14, August 31-October 31.

- 2 roundtrip airline tickets (airline miles, notify donor of proposed dates by accommodations deadline 
(and hopefully sooner because availability is often limited).  The ßights will be either on Northwest or 
United based on availability of ßights under the frequent ßyer program.  The buyer of this item may 
use the miles for another destination but must comply with the notiÞcation date requirement.  Subject 
to ßight and seat availability for your speciÞc dates.)

- $300 car rental voucher
- $50 gift certiÞcate to Old Spaghetti Factory

Value:  $4,000 to $6,000 depending on the season 
 

Thank you Gary P. Fechtmeyer and family 
and Old Spaghetti Factory!



23

21 

PirateÕs Medallion Dinner 
Now is the time for the Pirate Lords and Ladies to travel in style and dine in splendor.  
Attend the PirateÕs Medallion dinner and be wined and dined to your heartÕs content.  Your 
evening begins when you and your comrades are picked up in a luxurious stretch limousine.  
You will be transported to Postino Restaurant, Cat Cora and Michael ChiarelloÕs Lafayette 
restaurant where you will be entertained in your own private dining room.  
Housed in an historic brick and slate-roofed Carr Jones designed former post ofÞce and 
inspired by the traditions of Italy with an American inclination, Postino delivers a seasonal 
menu using the Þnest local and imported ingredients.  On this night a special 5 course wine 
pairing dinner will be prepared for you.  When you have eaten and drunk your Þll and are 
returned to your home port you will agree it was a night to be remembered!  

--March 8, 2008
--Top 7 bidding couples

Fit for a CaptÕn!
Thank you Sandy and Kevin Baxter
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22 
Raise Your Paddle 

Raise Your Paddle for Laptop Computers! 

Computer competency is key to success for our children in their academic endeavors.  HillcrestÕs computer 
curriculum begins formally in the 4th grade because the desktop computers we have are not practically accessible 
for the younger grades.  And, due to overcrowding, thereÕs no longer space for the desktops in a computer lab 
format.  Computer desktop space will now be student desktop space.

We can replace these desktop units with laptops to be housed on portable carts that actually move into your childÕs 
classroom instead of needing the children to go to a computer lab (which for the foreseeable future will be used as a 
full time classroom).   And, the relatively new desktops can be distributed among the classrooms to provide fully 
time in-class computer availability for all classrooms from K through 8th grade!

What will we buy?  The goal is to purchase 36 laptops for use by our students on class projects as well as the 
accessories to make them work.  OUSD will load the software and we will obtain special OUSD pricing on the 
units.  

When will they be ready?  As soon as the order is placed, the units should be on site and functional within 1 to 2 
months (this school year).  

How will they be used? The laptops will be used to teach the computer curriculum and because they will be 
on wireless laptop carts, teachers can use them to enhance the science curriculum and elementary level writing 
programs.  Textbooks are often supported by electronic materials, many of which are available on CD-ROM.  With 
laptops, these materials can be integrated directly into the curriculum by our teachers.

Why Computers?  All Hillcrest students must graduate with a strong proÞciency in the use of computer technology 
to compete in todayÕs academic environment, in which private school students are well-supported in computer 
curriculum in science and writing.  When our kids apply for high school, college, and compete in extra-curricular 
academic programs, they need these tools and computer skills a solid program provides.  

Students need to be exposed to computers and computer applications beginning in kindergarten.  However, with 
the current desktop technology, it is hard, if not impossible, to mobilize the kindergarten through third graders 
to the lab when that space is unoccupied.   With the laptop cart approach, every classroom can have access to 
the technology for applications at their grade levels.  The laptops will also enhance our teachersÕ ability to use 
technology to support learning across the curriculum using applications that support local and state standards.  And, 
we can move desktops into the classrooms!  ItÕs a win-win situation!

If sufÞcient paddles are raised, it is possible that we can also purchase SMART Boards(tm) to support our K-8 
educational program. These interactive electronic whiteboards are touch-sensitive, easy to use, and connect a 
computer and a digital projector to show computer images. Applications are controlled from the display and bring 
innovative ways for students to engage in collaborative learning.  

WhatÕs the bottom line?  Each computer costs $1500 loaded with software.  Accessories 
like Smart Boards and additional LCD projectors bring the total to about $60,000.  Our 
kids deserve the technology to operate successfully in todayÕs and tomorrowÕs academic 
environment.  If you do too, RAISE YOUR PADDLE!  WhoÕll put a computer on a cart 
tonight?
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23 
DaÕ Boys Poker Night in New Orleans 
Straight from the bosom of Dixie, Hillcrest Dad and Poker-Pusher 
Mike ÒThe WhaleÓ Fitzhugh will cook up a heart attack and a half, and 
you can wash it down with Cajun martinis and cold beer.  Enjoy spicy, 
butter-laden food (can you say ÒBBQ shrimp,Ó Òfried chicken andouille 
sausage gumboÓ and Òshrimp etouffeeÓ?) with a select group of revelry-
loving gentlemen.  Then settle in for a night of poker and zydeco music.  
Just like New Orleans, only closer. 

-- Date to be arranged with Donor
-- Top 6 bidders

You got to know when to hold Ôem, know when to fold Ôem!

Thank you Mike and Sally Fitzhugh

24 
Mixology II  
WeÕre back for more fun at what one Hillcrest mom referred to as, Òthe Best Party of the 
Year!Ó
This exclusive ladies-only event will be at the Treehouse Lounge (Carter Home). Our 
goal: to have fun and create a signature ÒmixÓ of our own. A resident mixologist will be 
on hand to help us create ÒgreatnessÓ and will crown the winning team drink of the night.  
Bring your Poker face + Pool table skills if youÕre so inclined, and leave the car at home.  
Make your way up to the Lounge and weÕll get you home safe, sound and a little spirited.  
Appetizers will be served throughout the evening.  What happens at the Treehouse Lounge, 
stays at the Treehouse Lounge!  

-- Friday, March 7th, 2007 at 7pm
-- Top 15 bidders

Priceless

Thank you Tracey Robertson Carter and Rebecca Clark
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Ms. RochesterÕs & Mr. ShogrenÕs Kindergarten Tile Table 
Ms. RochesterÕs and Mr. ShogrenÕs classes have joined together to make a beautiful tile 
table.  You could sail with pirates to a thousand desert islands but youÕd never Þnd treasure 
as rare and priceless as this beautiful mosaic table.  The design is made up of the hand 
prints from Ms Rochesters and Mr Shogrens Kindergartners (excluding the 3 twins in Ms 
RÕs class).  Each childÕs hand was traced to make tiles, then the children glazed their hand 
print to produce a stunning ßower design using red petals with green leaves on a black 
background. The table top measures 30Ó diameter and stands on a lovely wrought iron table 
base.  This table will look perfect in your home whether you use it inside or out!

A real treasure!

Thank you Ms. Rochester and Class!

26 
Cabo San Lucas - Spring Break 
Spring Break in Pueblo Bonito Resort at Sunset Beach, Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.  This 
Gold Crown Resort is situated on 50 acres of private beach right on the PaciÞc Ocean.  One 
bedroom unit with two queen beds, two baths, living room with comfortable queen Murphy 
sofa-bed, kitchenette, two televisions, air conditioning, and puriÞed tap water.  Sleeps six 
comfortably!  Two private balconies with ocean views.  There are two swimming pools, 
including a large free-form pool with swim-up bar (for the grownups!), a childrenÕs pool, 
large jacuzzi, hydro-massage pool, spa, Þtness center, excellent restaurants, grocery store 
and deli.  If you must leave the resort, you can enjoy the fabulous nightlife, shopping, golf, 
Þshing, scuba snorkeling, and water sports nearby. 

Land ho!

Thank you Noah Oderberg & Barbara Benzwi
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LucasÞlm Tour 
Whisk your child away from school on Friday November 30th, and begin 
your adventure at the Letterman Digital Arts Center in San Francisco!  See 
Darth Vader, Chewbacca, and more on your personal, behind the scenes 
tour of the Letterman Digital Arts Center, the home base of LucasÞlm, 
Industrial Light & Magic, and LucasArts.  Highlights include actual props, characters, 
and models from Star Wars Þlms and ILM blockbusters, George LucasÕ personal movie 
poster collection, the Star Wars room - outÞtted with every type of Star Wars merchandise 
imaginable, and the ÒFriends & Family ReelÓ of ILM works in process in the Premier 
Theater and other cool aspects of the campus.  Lunch will be provided in the Dining 
Commons which features a wall of windows facing the Golden Gate Bridge and the Palace 
of Fine Arts. Participants will get a gift bag of souvenirs of their visit and a chance to shop 
for exclusive items in the company store.  

Will -- I am your father.
-- Friday November 30, 2007 
-- All guests to LDAC are required to sign conÞdentiality agreements.  
-- Top 4 parent/child pairs 

Thank you John Garrett and Jennifer Bjork

28 
Surf & Turf Extravaganza 
Whether you enjoy the grub of the seas or prefer food of the landlubbers, youÕll enjoy this 
party.  Good grog will be enjoyed by all.  

Enjoy Cocktail hour of Martini concoctions and appetizers; then live lobster ßown over on 
the Flying Dutchman straight from the high seas of Maine will be prepared for the surf and 
turf extravaganza.  

A carousing good time!
-- September 13, 2008.
-- Top 6 Bidding Couples

Thank you Joanne & Scott Karchmer and Jill & Craig Tanner
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Heads or Tails?
Romantic Weekend in Half Moon Bay 

Imagine a weekend without soccer games, homework, or picking upÉ A romantic weekend 
in Half Moon Bay may be just the thing to recharge your batteries. Includes a one-night 
stay anytime at the charming and welcoming Seal Cove Inn in Moss Beach, an elegant 
Italian dinner at Pasta Moon in Half Moon Bay, and babysitting and chauffeuring for the 
entire weekend.  

Just 24 miles south of San Francisco, the Sal Cove Inn is a serene hideaway spectacularly 
set amongst a meadow of wildßowers and bordered by towering cypress trees. The inn looks 
out to acres of county park and the ocean beyond: an oasis where you can enjoy secluded 
beaches, watch frolicking seals, and follow the tree-lined path tracing the windswept Half 
Moon Bay ocean bluffs.  You must admit that this is a priceless opportunity!  

How to Play:
For an entry fee of only $30.00, you will be able to participate in this fun and stressful game 
of elimination to win this wonderful getaway weekend!  The game will be lead by BeneÞt 
Chair (and 1986 Olympic Heads or Tails champion) Kim Thompson. Simply place your 
hand on your head or on your tail to indicate your position.  Kim will then ßip a coin and 
if your call is correct, you stay in the game.  The Þnal survivor wins the romantic weekend 
in Half Moon Bay! DonÕt miss it!

Thank you Aquacena Lopez and David Ichikawa
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Ahoy Maui! 
Aloha! Fly to Maui for 6 days, 5 nights at the beautiful Kaanapali 
Alii Resort.  Amidst Kaanapali BeachÕs greatest hotels is a place 
thatÕs different for the rest Ð Kaanapali Alii.  This award-winning 
luxury condominium resort is nestled on the legendary golden sands of Kaanapali Beach 
on Maui.  YouÕll stay in a newly re-modeled 2 bedroom/2 bath, 1500 square foot ocean & 
garden view condominium, which offers the comforts of home in paradise surroundings.  
A prior winner of this auction item remarked what she Òhighly recommendedÓ this ÒÞve 
starÓ condo as ÒfabulousÓ and Òvery spacious.Ó ItÕs walking distance to Sheraton Black 
Rock (famous for snorkeling), WhalerÕs Village (great shopping) and the Famous Hyatt 
Luau.  Amenities include concierge, daily maid service, room service, beach activities 
desk, poolside snack service, grocery delivery service, lighted tennis courts, sauna & 
exercise room, heated swimming pool, childrenÕs wading pool, whirlpool spa, poolside 
barbecues, 36-hole of gold at Kaanapali Resort (added charges may apply). Check it out at 
www.classicresorts.com .

While youÕre there, enjoy delicious meals at two of best MauiÕs restaurants: David PaulÕs 
Lahaina Grill and HaliÕimaile General Store.  HaliÕimaile General Store is consistently 
rated one of MauiÕs Best Restaurants having won Honolulu MagazinesÕ Hale ÔAina Award 
for Top Maui Restaurant 8 of the last 9 years among many others.   DavidÕ PaulÕs Lahaina 
Grill is also a multi-award winning restaurant that features innovative new American 
cuisine.  

-- 5 nights - additional nights at reasonable rates - Not Spring Break!
-- $100 gift certiÞcate to David PaulÕs Lahaina Grill
-- $50 gift certiÞcate to HaliÕimaile General Store
-
-- Maximum occupancy: 6 persons  including infants and children

Good as gold!

Thank you Hans Moser & Karen Newton, David PaulÕs Lahaina Grill and HaliÕimaile 
General Store
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Sub Culture Dining Ð Go Underground and Experience 
Dining on the Edge!  
We are offering a private dinner for 8 prepared by the Dissident Chef of S.C.D. (Sub 
Culture Dining), an innovative approach to reÞned cuisine, service and communal dining. 
The Dissident Chef, a 25 year veteran who has cooked under such greats as Wolfgang 
Puck, Reed Hearon, Paul Bocuse and Michael Richard, is prepared to create a brave, Þne-
dining adventure of multi courses of local delacacies and Þne wines prepared in an intimate 
setting.  Only the most fearless foodies should undertake such a gastronomic challenge.  
Thursday or Friday night to be agreed upon with the chef.   Fabulous underground SF 
location to be revealed the day of the dinner.
-- Date to be arranged with Donors
-- Top 8 Bidders

Shiver me timbers!

Thank you Allison Townley and Curtis Fechtmeyer, and Katherine and David Finder

32 
Hooky with Principal 
Ahoy there matey! Your lad or lassie will be in for adventure when he or she sets sail with 
CaptÕn Rothenberg.  Our CaptÕn is known for being at the helm of Hillcrest School but on 
this special school day she will set your child and a friend free from counting cargo and 
swabbing the decks to take off in her other vessel, the Black Convertible.  This year the 
Hooky Crew will be the ones to set the course for the day.  Will they sail for the Isle of 
Albany Bowl, Miniature Golf Cay, Pottery Painting Port, or the dark voodoo of the Movie 
Theatre Bayou? ItÕs up to them!  Grub, lunch or dessert, will be provided to keep the crew 
hearty and hale.  Get ready to bid - Get ready to set sail!

Adventure ahead!
Thank you Beverly Rothenberg
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Week in Paradise 
Paradise is in the eye of the beholder -- some are city folks and others love the country or 
the beach.  ItÕs up to you to decide where you will spend a week in a luxurious 1 bedroom 
suite!  Las Vegas?  Hawaii?  Canada?  You decide! 

Redeemable for 1 week at a Shell Vacation Club resort (www.shellvacationsclub.com).  
Also redeemable for a RCI vacation destinations subject to transfer fee of $164 for US and 
Canada; $199 for International (www.rci.com) (locations include Block Island, New York 
City, Chicago, Paris, Madrid, and many, many more).

-- Subject to availability.  
-- Must book by November 1, 2008.

Out of this world!

Thank you Suzie & Matthew Inadomi

34 

HMS Interceptor 
In Pirates of the Carribean, the HMS Interceptor was the fastest ship in the Carribbean.  Our 
version of this ship is a 38Õ sailboat that has no match for fun on the San Francisco Bay.  Set 
sail with Captain and First Mate Orelind for a skippered 4 hour sailing trip throughout the 
Bay for four people.  Be forewarned that there will be no drawing of cannons or pillaging 
in ports.  There will, however, be a chance to scout out Angel Island for enemies or buried 
treasure as you anchor off its shores and enjoy a gourmet picnic lunch.  So be ye a seasoned 
sailor or a landlubber, raise your paddle for this adventure on the high seas!

No price can be put on adventure!

Thank you Patrick & Kajsa Orelind



32

35 
Mission Accomplished: 
Farewell to the Hillcrest Fund!
In December of 2002 a mission was embarked upon.  That mission took the Hillcrest Fund 
from their maiden voyage as a non-proÞt organization, through the channels of the OUSD 
bureaucracy, to the high seas, adrift in becalmed waters and Þnally to deliver their bounty 
of a new building to the school.  In August 2007, the last details of that new Hillcrest 
building were Þnished and the mission that began 5 years ago has been accomplished. Join 
the Board of Directors of the Hillcrest Fund for a triumphant cocktail bash to celebrate their 
success. Each couple will receive an autographed DVD of the complete photo history of 
the building construction.  But wait, thereÕs more! Never before seen conÞdential emails 
will be on view that show how the library window mullions were selected.  And, archival 
quality Montclairion Letters to the Editor will be on view that retell the early days of the 
project.  Will there be a Special Guest?  It could be Greg Snow!  

--Top 15 couples
--Saturday, March 15, 2008

Priceless!

Thank you Neal Finkelstein & Rebecca Johnson, Donna and Eric Abrams, Mary Ann 
& Patrick Piette, Jeannette & Kenn Stansbury, Patrice Fusillo & David Hytha, Joseph 
Costarella & Sumi Shohara
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Direct:  510.339.5775
Voice Mail:  510.339.5775 
E-mail: Homes@MichaelThompson.com
Web site: www.MichaelThompson.com

1986 Mountain �����������������
����������Oakland, California 94611

I live in Upper Rockridge and am a proud parent of two sons who
attended Hillcrest School, I applaud you on all your hard work to
improve  the education of our children at this premier Oakland Hills
elementary and middle school. Good luck on another successful
auction to raise funds for our school. 

Direct: 510.339.5775
E-mail: Homes@MichaelThompson.com
Web site: www.MichaelThompson.com

Michael Thompson has been helping neighbors like you buy and sell homes in
our area for over 20 years.
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