Monthly Book Project


A project on a book you’ve read will be due at the end of January, February, March, April and May. The project will be due the last week of each month.  Students will sign up for a specific day to present.  A project consists of three things, an oral report, a creative piece, and a written report.  The first project will only be an oral report and creative piece. (A list of 44 creative piece ideas is attached.) 

*** No written work will be required for the first project.  

Each project after that will be orally presented to the class in the form of a book talk; include a written summary, as well as one of the creative piece ideas from the attached list. The summary guide for the written work is attached (except for the biography guidelines, which will be given in April).  Also attached, you will find the oral presentation/book talk guidelines.    
***Your book must be approved by your teacher.  Please do not read the following books as they may become class novels this year. 
Theme for January
Award Winner
or Finalist (Newberry, Young Reader’s Medal, Coretta Scott King Award, Cesar Chavez…) 


Due Jan. 27 – Jan. 30
Theme for February
Historical Fiction

Due Feb. 23 – Feb. 27
Theme for March 
Fantasy


Due March 23-March 27
Theme for April
Biography


Due April 20 – April 24
Theme for May

Student Choice


Due May 18 – May 22
Written Summary

Directions: Below are the formats for the written part of the book project (excluding the biography).  Please use one of the formats below. 
Format Outline #1:

Paragraph 1:
Introduce the book: title, author, setting, and theme.

Paragraph 2:
Introduce the characters and the plot of the book.

Paragraph 3:
Explain the conclusion of the book (the resolution of the plot.)

Format Outline #2:

Paragraph 1:
 Introduce the title, author, and plot summary. 

Paragraph 2:
Discuss 2 – 3 events with an explanation of the purpose of the events in the story. (i.e. Attean teaches Matt how to set a snare to capture his own food.  The author wrote about this to demonstrate how their friendship is growing and that Matt is learning to be independent)

Paragraph 3:
Give you recommendation for the book. Supported with examples of why you do or don’t recommend the book to others
SUGGESTIONS FOR CREATIVE PIECE
1. Dress like a character in the book and tell us who you are and why you were important.

2. Write a dramatization of a certain episode.

3. Demonstrate something you learned.

4. Make a peep box of the most important part of the book.

5. Paint a mural of the story or parts of it.

6. Paint a watercolor picture.

7. Draw a clock to show the time when an important event happened. Write about it.

8. Make a book jacket with an inside summary.

9. Write another ending to the story.

10. Make up a lost or found ad for a person or object in the story.

11. Compare this book with another you have read on a similar subject.
12. Gather a collection of objects described in the book and discuss them.

13. Draw or paint 3 main characters in the book and tell why they were important.

14. Make a power point presentation on your book and share it with the class. 

15. Create a puppet show.

16. Make a poster to advertise the book.

17. Make a map showing where the story took place and tell us about it. 
18. Use a time-line to show the events of the story.

19. Tell about the author and illustrator.

20. Make a mobile using a coat hanger of important characters or events in the story.
21. Do a science experiment associated with the reading.

22. Tape record a summary and play it back for the class.

23. Make a diorama.

24. Make a seed mosaic picture of the story.

25. Make stand-up characters and tell about them.

26. Make a soap carving of a character or animal from the story and tells us about them.
27. Write a poem about the story. (minimum of 15 lines.)

28. Write a book review.

29. Write the pros and cons (opinions) about the book. (at least 6 of each)

30. Illustrate a travel poster or brochure telling about your book.

31. Copy 6 beautiful passages from the book. Tell why you liked them.

32. Write a letter to a friend about the book.

33. Identify 4 places in the story where the main character shows a change. 
34. Write a letter to a friend about the book. 

35. Write a choral reading for the class to read about the book. 

36. Record in your own words a part of the story that you think could really happen.

37. Write a letter to one of the characters.

38. Write a biographical sketch of a character.  Fill in other facts using your imagination.

39. Write an account about how the story would have changed if you were in it.

40. Write a list of new or interesting words and tell how they were used in the story.  Look each word up and create a picture of what it means.

41. Write the front page of a newspaper including events from your story. 

42. Make a video or DVD about 3-5 minutes in length about your story.

43. Make a miniature room setting that could be from your story.

44. Be creative.  Think of your own project and ask Ms. Bahr or Ms. Freschl if it is okay.
